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A Busy Lenten Season at First Presbyterian
A Lenten Bible Study will be held March 14, 21 and 28 after church
(11:45 AM ) in the library. Louise Feroe has agreed to be our leader on
this study journey. Join the group for during this reflective time in the
church calendar. Final round of Key Questions Conversations
scheduled for March 14 and 21 and on March 28 a Palm Sunday
breakfast is planned. Turn to calendar on page ten.

Lenten Activity for First Presbyterian

Church Last year during Lent, the church made a special effort to
bring in personal care items for Hands On Hartford’s pantry. The items
went to Community Meals for the homeless they serve. Let’s do it again
this year. Soap, deodorant, shampoo, toilet tissue, toothpaste,
toothbrushes are items in need. To all you frequent travelers out there
we could use those personal care items from hotel rooms. Don’t forget
baby food, formula and disposable diapers are also big-ticket items that
would be helpful to someone with an already stretched budget.

Highlights from Session include income and
expenses tracking as expected, attendance has been good for both the
adult forum and Sunday school, and contact with former Hartford
Seminary intern Bill Golderer. See page seven for more.

A Lenten Reflection

Give up complaining
Give up pessimism
Give up harsh judgments

Give up worry-

Give up discouragement

Give up bitterness
Give up hatred

Give up negativism

Give up anger:
Give up pettiness
Give up gloom
Give up jealousy:
Give up gossiping
Give up sin
Give up giving up

focus on gratitude.
become an optimist.

trust Divine Providence.
be full of hope.
turn to forgiveness.
return good for evil.

be positive.

be more patient.

become mature.

pray for trust.
control your tongue.

turn to virtue.

hang in there!

think kindly thoughts.

enjoy the beauty that is all around you.

Author Unknown
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In the Meantime...Winter Reflections

Dr. Ann Philbrick, the consultant for your Revitalization Program, made
some interesting observations in her summary, among them was this gem:

The process of learning from what you are doing will be harder for you —
for learning takes reflection as well as action. As a group, you will be
impatient with taking time to learn from things. Sometimes progressive
churches forget that, though they are progressive, they are also Christian.
And the scriptures of the Christian tradition need to be alive in the
community. To take the Bible seriously does not mean you have to be
literalists. It just means staying engaged with it.

Over the past several weeks as we have engaged in our small group
meetings I have noticed that impatience. You are a congregation that likes
to be doing, rather than reflecting. It is difficult for you to take time for
silence in worship, to celebrate the mystery of communion without having
a minute for mission, to reflect on yourselves during the Ash Wednesday
service without also having a guest speaker who will challenge you with
even more opportunities for outreach. You want to get on with the “real”
business of faith!

Without some serious reflection, however, the foundations are just not sufficiently deep to support all the
activity for long. As Christians we need continuing reflection, with scripture at the center, to open us to hear
God’s call to renewal. Lent is the perfect opportunity for such reflection. Coming as it does in the winter season
when much of the earth lies fallow, when days are short and weather often keeps us indoors, we have the perfect
excuse to take a few minutes each day to read some passage of scripture or a page of a devotional. To begin,
you might try reading one of the Psalms each morning or evening. Read it not to look for some deep meaning,
but simply to enjoy the images and feelings it might suggest. Read it a second time and hear God’s spirit
speaking it to you. Read it again as a prayer you might offer up to God.

Lent is a difficult season for most of us, not only because of its traditional somber “giving up” tone, but also
because of its theme of reflection. As Dr. Philbrick suggested, this may be especially tough for us! Yet
strengthening our foundation is the only way we can be ready for change and continued service. Take time in
these remaining weeks before Easter reading and reflecting on a passage of scripture each day. Listen carefully
for what God’s spirit is trying to say to you. And then come and share with us what you have heard.

May your Lenten journey lead you to a place of deep peace and grateful service!

Peace,
‘\-ama Pastor’s Hours

Monday: In the church office all day; please call, leave a message, and he will return your call.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: in the church office from 8:30-12:00; call or stop in. Friday:
Working at home; call, leave a message, and he will return your call.

Saturday: Day off.

Church office phone: 860-246-2224;
Rev. Feroe's home phone: 860-904-6467.




At First...March 2010

Page 3

First Person(al)s: items of interest about members and friends ...

Prayers & remembrances for—
Francesca Amoah... Joan Grant...Shirley
Garren...Bob & Jean Hager...Kristin Moir
Harvey continuing treatment for leukemia... Rachel
Butler’s husband Jerry Butler who

needs a kidney... Bill Cooke’s sister

Jean Engquist and family, Jean has

Alzheimer’s and is in hospice... Julie

Y,
. \
Urso who is daughter of a co-worker of ‘

Juliana Mantey... Keith Rhoden, Jr.’s
neighbor George Christinat who is living with
ALS...the future of First Presbyterian Church.

Kapp Update

From 1991 to 1995 Rev Deborah Kapp served as
pastor for First Presbyterian Church. She left to
answer a call to serve on the faculty at McCormick
Seminary in Chicago. Flora Perleoni shared this
photo and Christmas greeting. The editor emailed
Deborah to find out what the family has been up to
in the ensuing years.

Here’s what Deborah wrote.

Everybody's healthy. Tony still works for Auburn
Seminary in NYC (office at home), through which
he does research in theological education and
consults with schools that are broke--he is busier
than he has ever been.

I'm still at McCormick, teaching urban ministry,
leadership (in general), and last semester I subbed
for the preaching guy while he was on sabbatical. I
also do random administrative assignments when
needed, most recently focused on the assessment of
student learning.

Geoff, our older son who is 24, is at Kendall College
in Chicago, studying hospitality management.

Peter, the younger son who is 22, is the one wearing
the graduation robes in the photo, except he didn't
really graduate. He is still at Seattle University
taking courses that will give him a double major in
art and music (just three more courses, Mom!!); but-
-he had enough credits that they let him march with
his class and I pretended for a couple of minutes that
we were really done with his tuition payments. He is
currently applying for masters programs in vocal
performance, which will surprise many folks in
Hartford, because as a little boy he couldn't carry a
tune in a bucket.

So, we are well, flourishing, and happy to read about
old friends, when our newsletter comes every month.
Oh, and we still have two cats--the most recent ones
are Yoshi, who looks like a Siamese but is really a
mutt, and my Darlin' Nellie Gray, a gray tiger who is
more commonly known around our house as Nell.

God bless you all.
All our best
Tony, Deborah, Geoff, and Peter

New Address:

Jenn Guerard and husband Ryan Oliver are
settled in Switzerland. Their address is:
Chemin de Devin 45b, 1012 Lausanne,
Switzerland.

WE'D LIKE TO KNOW—

If you’ve had a recent special event or other cause
for celebration in your life that you wouldn’t mind
sharing, a loss or other circumstance for which you’d
appreciate prayers—Ilet us know; your church family
is interested and concerned. Just drop a note in the
newsletter box, or contact the editor, Lois Maxwell,
in person, by phone at (860) 233-5485, or by e-mail
at matlock745@aol.com.
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Mission Matters...

Souper Bowl Results
Everyone pat yourself on
the back! 1627 pounds of
food made its way to the
Hands On Hartford Manna
Program shelves. That’s
427 pounds more than this
year’s goal of 1200 pounds
and 621 pounds more than
what was collected last
year. Sherry Marchant and Pastor Feroe helped
put the food on the shelves.

By the way, the food pantry could use your help.
Normally on Tuesday mornings, Shirley

Dudley and Sherry Marchant visit the Hands On
Hartford Manna food pantry to stock shelves, sort
bags and clothes. They’re usually there from 9
AM to 1 PM. If you have time to spare and can
help it would be greatly appreciated. Our
neighbors really need the food provided by the
Manna Program.

Marla Ludwig (AKA
Backpackin' Granny) spoke at the First
Presbyterian Church Adult Forum on February 7
and brought us up to date on her work with Ghana
school children.

Pictured are some of the children of Dalive for
whom First Pres donations to Bright Star Vision
have made a difference.

To read more visit
http://www.aroundtheworldl.com/2010/02/unity-
and-help-lesson-of-tortoise.html

MANNA Food Pantry Update by Holly Billings

On Tuesday, December 22 we served approximately 45
people at our monthly Community Meal at Christ Church
Cathedral. The program is part of Hands On Hartford
MANNA and we have been doing this since 1995 with
vigor, creativity and laughter. During this holiday season,
we are so thankful for the support of First Presbyterian
Church members and friends for this worthwhile service to
the community.

Our menu included meat loaf, rice, black beans, tossed salad,
bread & butter, dessert and soda. We had an enormous
amount of homemade desserts, which the participants
appreciated so much. We were even able to leave lots of
cookies and pies for their use for the weekday lunch
program. A tremendous thank you to all those who helped
prepare and/or serve the meal: Gretchen Fuchs, Keith
Rhoden, Jr., Grace and Ernie Brodeur, Susan Labins, Margo
Darko, Holly Billings and Mimi Nelson, Jane Carroll,
Carolyn Perkins, Louise Feroe, Pauline Robertson, Kyle
Bedini, Christine Frederick, Brian Brouillard, Kathy Carroll
(co-worker of Holly’s that made over 500 cookies), George
Blick, Christine and Ashley Radau, and Maude Morrison.
As you can tell by the list, it takes a lot hands and warm
hearts to pull off a successful meal. Thanks again for your
continued support throughout our 15 years of providing a
monthly Community Meal. Here’s to another 15 years!!

On Tuesday, January 26, 2010 we served pizza, tossed salad,
potato chips, soda and dessert to close to 70 people. Thanks
go to all those who helped prepare and/or serve the meal:
Susan Labins, Gretchen Fuchs, Pauline Robertson, Keith
Rhoden, Jr., Shirley Dudley, Christine Frederick, Brian
Brouillard, Kyle Bedini, Holly Billings and Mimi Nelson,
Grace and Ernie Brodeur, and Sherry Marchant.

Here’s an opportunity... If you would like to be a part of this
rocking team, consider joining them for the monthly meal
they provide at Christ Church Cathedral on the fourth
Tuesday of every month. A signup sheet is on the table in
Hodge Hall by the middle of each month. At a glance you’ll
see what is needed—food donations, people to serve food or
clean up, etc. For more information just speak with

Keith Rhoden, Holly Billings, or Ali Doherty.
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Mission Trip: First Presbyterian Continues to Move Gulf Coast Forward

by George Blick

The recently concluded FPC Mission Trip to the Gulf Coast saw fifteen members and friends
of the congregation embark on the fifth Katrina related trip sponsored by the church. The
group flew into New Orleans and moved on to its eventual base camp at Camp Victor in
Ocean Springs, Mississippi after an overnight stay at the Mission on the Bay facility in Bay
St. Louis, Mississippi. Camp Victor was an ideal spot for the work to be undertaken as the
former garment factory has been reconfigured into a facility that can house and feed 200
volunteers at one time. Also, it has ample space to stage and supply construction activities.

Following a day of parade watching in New Orleans, Monday saw the group split into four sections. Shirley
Dudley and Carol Pajor were dispatched to help install kitchen cabinets and a new sink in the home of a senior
citizen who has been washing his dishes in his bathtub since the storm. The group eventually overcame myriad
complications and the kitchen was nearly complete by the end of the week.

Another group consisting of Sue and David Labins, Grant Spears,
Marissa Cort, Akosua Adzenyah and George Blick were assigned to
work on a home in nearby Gautier. The youth embarked on a nearly
endless course of mudding and sanding the walls of a master
bedroom, putting down additional flooring underlayment, and
finishing up by priming most of the room. The resident, a Gulf War
veteran who had been struck down by colon cancer, has been forced
to recover in his chilly living room while awaiting the arrival of
workers to help redo his home. Hopefully, his bedroom will be done
by mid-March and the living room and kitchen shaped up shortly
after that.

Two other groups were assigned to houses that needed laminate flooring installed as well as finish work on the
bathrooms at one of the homes. Karen Spears, Solana Gadson, Shannon Hopkins, Renee Aligata, and Carolyn
Blick became well versed in the art of floor installation (and painful knees) as they finished room after room
with a glossy, dark cherry wood material that required precision measuring, cutting, and fitting to achieve a
great end result. Shirley Dudley joined in on the bathroom fun and the group was able to mud, tape, sand, and
primer/paint two powder rooms as well as see their resident's son move back into his bedroom. At another
house, Saundra Spinelli and Juliana Mantey were also churning out the flooring work as the ladies finished a
whole house worth of laminate.

Tuesday was a day to take in the Mardi Gras festivities back in the Crescent City. Only in New Orleans can
you ride in on the highway behind a parade float with the crew dressed up as doctors in hard hats getting ready
to build everyone some health care. We parked and found a spot on the barricades as we awaited the Zulu
Pleasure and Assistance Krewe's lively parade. After a slow start, we were all weighted down with beads and
even Zulu coconuts as five of the youths managed to snag the most sought after Mardi Gras prize. We then
watched as the Rex parade rolled through Canal Street and then retired to the French Quarter for a dinner of
local cuisine at the Gumbo Shop. The following evening was a bit more somber as we headed over to Gulfport
to participate in Westminster Church's Ash Wednesday service which was followed by a fun visit to the local
Continued on following page...
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Continued from page 5

Sonic for drinks and desserts. Our eating adventures continued the next evening at the Shed BBQ as we made
our annual pilgrimage to sample the smokey, saucy meats and delicious side dishes amidst the funky decor.

Many thanks to this year's participants who again paid their way, gave up vacation time, and really expended a
great effort on tasks that they were unfamiliar with at the start of the week in getting four families in eastern
Mississippi further along toward a brighter future. Many thanks as well to the congregation who continue to
lavishly support the missionaries' efforts, efforts that will continue on for at least a few more years as the Gulf
Coast continues to rebuild. We hope to be able to add your name to the over 100 volunteers who have served
under the FPC banner next year!

George Blick (along with his wife Carolyn) are Youth Group leaders. Each mission trip they handle logistics.
Thanks to their commitment and dedication our youth and adults get the experience of going on a mission trip.

During the month of February we worshipped in Hodge Hall. Below are photos of one of those Sundays.

Photos are courtesy of Lois Maxwell.
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Women Keeping the Message Alive

March is Women’s History Month and

Presbyterians continue to celebrate the gifts of
women to the denomination by honoring women
who contribute their gifts to the church and
community, and lifts up issues of women’s

rights. International Women’s Day is March 8.

From Eve, the mother of all living, through the

tears of Esther, through an angel to Mary, through
Mary and Martha at their brother’s death, through the
women who came to the tomb, through Priscilla during
the time of Pentecost, through women in the church today,
God’s word is kept alive. From sermons preached to lessons
taught, from emails sent to text messages received, from
inscriptions on papyrus to internet blogs, the message is still
being sent and received by women. We rejoice in and celebrate
God’s message to women, along with the way women continue to
keep God’s word alive.

From: www.pcusa.org/allwomen

February 2010 Highlights from Session

by Clerk of Session Holly Billings

e Parish Education: Chair Robin Herrera reported that attendance has been good for both the adult forum
and Sunday School.

o Parish Stewardship and Financial: Chair Sam Hamilton reported that both income and expenses are
tracking as expected. With respect to Heating Oil & Gas, we had a credit outstanding of $4,460 which
we will use for future oil charges this winter.

e Sam also reported that Parish Stewardship is working on an update to the Building Utilization Policy
and our parking lot lease with The Bushnell.

e Rev. Russ Feroe noted that he has printed material and a DVD from the conference he attended in late
January in Boston regarding the Broad Street Ministries in Philadelphia. It is led by Bill Golderer, who
was a seminary intern at First Presbyterian Church back in the early 1990’s doing his field work. Bill
also volunteered to talk directly to our session about his experience.

Congregation: Anyone remember Bill? It can be such a small world and glad to see that someone in our
midst is making a difference and spreading God’s word and love.

o Session was asked for feedback regarding our worship in Hodge Hall and it was noted close to 80 people
attended on Sunday, February 7", One area of improvement was to cover the back of the piano for
better acoustics.

Highlights continue on following page...
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Congregation: What are your thoughts? Please fill out a questionnaire available after worship or from
the church office. See Worship Team (Alice Evans/ Rusty Spears, Co-Chairs) for your ideas and
comments.

o Session discussed the fact that we had removed the Pastor’s Contingency Fund from the 2010 Budget,
which has resulted in no immediate place for the pastor to provide emergency funds for members in
need. Russ will talk to Keith Rhoden, moderator of the Deacons, to discuss having a separate fund
within the Deacons for that purpose.

e Russ Feroe continues to meet with our community partners, including: (a) Charter Oak Cultural Arts
Center in ways to use our space for art display, (b) Hartford Symphony in using our space for rehearsals,
and (c) Westminster Presbyterian Church to have joint officer training in May 2010 and, on an informal
basis, to talk about long-term vision of what it might mean for a Presbyterian presence in the greater
Hartford area. For the latter, a couple of members of the congregations of each church, as well as the
pastors of each church, and Rev. John Merz will begin discussions soon.

e Retreat: At the conclusion of our business meeting, the Session continued discussions around our
identity and future direction. Russ led us through a quick true / false survey; the results will be
discussed at a future meeting. In addition, we talked about the Biblical models for the Church and
where we fit: (1) Institution, (2) Community, (3) Prophet, (4) Servant and (5) Spiritual. He asked us to
think about “what story / what image, biblical or otherwise, do you think of when you think of our
church. Time will be designated at future Session meetings to continue these discussions.

e Elders Jane Murray and Alice Evans, who represented us as Commissioners, gave a written report of the
highlights of the February Presbytery meeting at Westminster Presbyterian Church in West Hartford.

_—
'4
. W .

Holly Robin

1

1

Keith Jane

Alice

If you have access to the Internet...

Our web site at www.firstpreshartford.org is your gateway to helpful resources: color .
pictures of new members and recent church events and activities; and much more. While

there, you may also want to click on the links to the Presbytery of Southern New England g

and the General Assembly to find out what's happening in the larger church to which we're

connected. E-news: If you give us your e-mail address, we can send notices of meetings and w
cancellations that affect you, alerts on births, deaths, hospitalizations and other prayer T ﬂ.-,--"""
concerns, and notification of major updates to the church’s web site. Just send an e-mail o p——

message to the office asking to be added to our mailings: fpchartfordct@sbcglobal.net. Let
us know if you’d prefer we not print your e-mail address in the member directory.
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Celebrate & Give Thanks...

March Birthdays & Anniversaries

Birthdays

8 Adu Amankwah
10 Margo Darko

Noah Hamilton
11 Ali Doherty
16 Bob Hager
22 Shara McNeill
23 Gertrude Cort
26 Robin Herrera
28 Jennifer Guerard

29 Enoch Darko
Anniversaries

16 Bill & Marian Cooke

Holding each other in
prayer...

The following members will be prayed
for in worship in MARCH. Please
remember them in your private
devotions as well:

March 7
Lloyd & Barbara Brooks
Grace Buabeng; William and
Michael Ofori
Bob Burns
Rachel Butler, Gina

March 14
Jane Carroll
Ed Carty
Bill & Marian Cooke
Sue Corrigan

March 21
Sarah Corrigan
Gertrude Cort
Gregory & Marilyn Cort, Asa
Ulyne Cort

March 28
Beverly Cort-Lyte & Carlos
Lyte, Marissa Cort
Yonette Cort-Park
Enoch & Margo Darko, Esther,
Kwabena
Allison Deyo
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Sunday Mondé&" Tuesday Wednesday fhursd’a?’ Friday @ Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:30 Choir World
Rehearsal Day of
Prayer

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:15 AM Adult Forum 6:00 7:30 Choir
Communion STEWARDSHIP Rehearsal
No Sunday School MEETING
3rd Sunday in Lent 7:00 SESSION
4:00 PM Benefit MEETING
Concert for ICEJ at
Immanuel 7 pm African
Congregational Christianity
Church, Woodland St. Hartford
Hartford. Seminary.
14 16 17 18 19 20
4rd Sunday in Lent 7:30 Choir
Minute for Mission Rehearsal
Interval House s
Daylight Saving Time St. Patrick’s
DEACONS MEETING Day
11:45 am Bible study
KEY CONVERSATION &
LUNCH
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:15 AM Adult Forum ANNUAL | 5:00 7:30 Choir
5th Sunday in Lent REPORTS | Community Rehearsal
11:45 am Bible study DUE Meal
KEY CONVERSATION &
LUNCH
Easter Lily Order
deadline
28 29 30 31 Apr. 1: MaundyThursday Service
9:00 PALM SUNDAY 7:30 Choir Apr. 2: Good Friday
BREAKFAST Rehearsal Apr. 4: Easter, One Great Hour

11:45 am Bible study
12:00 EDUCATION
MEETING

of Sharing Offering

Apr. 13: Stewardship & Session

meetings

Apr. 22: Earth Day

Apr 25: Congregatlonal Meetlng

Y @’% T.'.;_:;, N
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Gifts of Time and Talent...

in support of our corporate worship, fellowship & mission in recent weeks

Communion Stewards— Alice Evans,

Rachel Butler, Lloyd Brooks, Felecia Fleeting, Greeters— Anita & R. Sherwood Marchant,
Francesca Amoah, Bill Cooke, Amanda Eldridge, Yonette Cort-Park, Betty Gadson, Solana Gadson,
Cynthia McPherson, David Owusu, Pauline

Robertson. Liturgists— Corinna Tamburini, Bill Cooke,

) ) ] Ruth Bergman, Ernest Brodeur.
Ushers— Michael Asare, Felecia Fleeting,

Emest & Grace Brodeur. Newsletter Production—Editor: Lois

Coffee Hour Hosts— Shirley Dudley, Jane Maxwell; Layout and Graphics: Ruth Van Anden;
Murray, Lois Maxwell, Aboagye Family. ’ Assembly and Mailing: Dottie Brash, Jane Carroll,
’ ’ Gretchen Fuchs, Lois Maxwell, Maude Morrison,

;i ; Pauline Robertson.
Flowers to beautify worship— Janc auline Robertson

& Alan Murray, Parish Life, Gretchen Fuchs,

Church Mouse— Gretchen Fuchs.

Cancellation due to weather: ‘Tis the season for winter storms! The very first and most
important rule is this: whether or not we cancel our service, if YOU feel uncomfortable driving, DON’T DO IT!
You alone are the best judge of whether it is safe to come out or not. Use your own common sense. In the rare
event that we need to cancel, we will announce the closing early on Sunday morning in two places: WTIC radio
1080 and WFSB-TV channel 3. Please keep these two locations handy so you can refer to them if necessary.

The Last Word

“We tend to forget that happiness doesn’t come as a result of getting something we don't have,
but rather of recognizing and appreciating what we do have.”

Frederick Keonig
German inventor and printer

First Presbyterian Church — An Inviting Church Drawing Diverse People in Worship and Service



Sunday Services, 10:30 AM
Holy Communion,
1** Sunday of Month

Church School, 10:30 AM
Pre-school — Grade 12
Child Care Available

Interim Minister
Rev. Russell Feroe

Director of Music
Dianne Ney

Office Manager

Ruth Van Anden .
Office Manager’s Hours
Sexton Monday-Friday
John Du Pont 9:00 AM— Noon & 1:00-3:00 PM
Web Site: Call any time to leave a message

www.firstpreshartford.org Telephone: (860) 246-2224

E-Mail: fpchartfordct@sbcglobal.net
“Christians are not called to sit on

the judge’s bench but on the witness stand.”
--Syngman Rhee, Past Moderator of the General Assembly

GOD LOVES YOU - PASS IT ON!

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
If you have an item for the April newsletter, please put it in the “NEWSLETTER” box outside the
church office, mail or e-mail it in to the church office, by March15.
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