
Welcome to this service of worship on Christmas Eve.  As 

Jesus Christ welcomes each one of us, we hope you sense the 

friendly welcome of this congregation of God’s people. We 

light the Peace Candle to stand as a beacon of hope, calling   

us and all the world from darkness to light, from violence to 

peace. 
 

[*]If you are comfortable doing so, it is appropriate to stand. 

Bold type signifies congregational response. 

 
 

WE GATHER IN JESUS’ NAME  
 

PRELUDE         Angels We Have Heard on High        arr. Smith                                      

                                  Tonya Spears, piano 

 

WELCOME  

 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great  

light. 

 Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them  

light has shined. 

 For a child has been born for us; a son given to us. 

 And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 And of his kingdom there will be no end! 

With choirs of angels, let us worship God! Amen.  
 
 

* HYMN     #22                        Angels from the Realms of Glory 
    

 

*PRAYER OF PRAISE 

  

Great God of power, we praise you for the gift of 

your son, light in our darkness, and hope of all the 

world. We thank you for the prophets’ hope, the 

angels’ song, and the birth in Bethlehem. We thank 

you that in Jesus you joined us, sharing human hurts 

and pleasures. With singing angels, let us praise your 

name and tell his story, so that all people might 

believe, rejoice, and bow down. Glory to you eternal 

God, through Jesus Christ, Lord of lords, and King 

of kings, now and forever, Amen. 

 
*RESPONSE                             Arise, Your Light Is Come!

  

Arise, your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey;  

show forth the glory of your God, which shines on 

you today.    

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

 

ANTHEM                   Carols Around (And a Round)          Nygard 
 

  
 

SCRIPTURE                             Luke 2:1-14        Pew Bible NT p.58  
 
 

 

 

HYMN   #38                               It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

                              (please remain seated)                 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                                           Rev. Russell Feroe 
  

 

    WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
* HYMN    # 44                               O Little Town of Bethlehem       

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

(to avoid dripping wax, please be sure to tip the 

unlighted candle to the lighted one.) 

 

 

HYMN    # 60                                                            Silent Night 

                                   (please remain seated)                 
 

Silent night, holy night! all is calm, all is bright, round 

yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and 

mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing: 

“Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is 

born.  
 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

with the angles let us sing, alleluia to our King; Christ 

the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

 

Almighty God, you made this night shine with the 

brightness of your true light. Grant that the light of 

faith may shine forth in our lives, so that in all that 

we say and do, people will praise your name and 

know your love. Through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever, Amen. 

 

 

(Carefully extinguish your candles and hand them to the 

ushers on your way out.) 

 

*HYMN    #40                                                              Joy to the World 

 

 

*BENEDICTION  
  

   

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 

POSTLUDE                 In Dulci Jubilo                 arr. Buxtehude 
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�, embracing sisters and 
brothers without regard to age, race, ethnic background, sexual 

orientation, family status, economic situation or theological 

viewpoint. We want our visitors to feel a part of the family.  

“Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make the Church a 

true community of hospitality, the mission of More Light 

Presbyterians is to work for the full participation of lesbian, 

gay, bisexual and transgender people of faith in the life, 

ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA).” 
 

There is a variety of materials near the entrance to acquaint 

you with the Church. We encourage you to sign the guest book 

in the entry and to use the yellow card in the pews to register 

your attendance and enable us to add you to our newsletter 

mailing list. Please place yellow cards in the offering plates.  
 

All of our services and activities are open to non-members. 

 

Membership and Baptism— First Presbyterian 
Church, Hartford invites you to commit to membership as 

witness to your faith in Christ, and the mission of Christ as 

lived out in the life of this congregation. We receive members 

by affirmation of faith, or by reaffirmation or transfer of 

membership. Also, if you have an interest in baptism please 

see or e-mail Pastor Feroe at rferoe@sbcglobal.net or speak 

with one of the session members or other elder. 
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Anyone who has difficulty in hearing and understanding the 

service is encouraged to use the assisted listening system. This 

is a wireless system so users can sit anywhere in the sanctuary. 

Receivers are available near the entrance to the sanctuary. 

Many of you have used a similar system at the Bushnell or 

Hartford Stage. 
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��	����   are available in the pews for the 
convenience of those who may have forgotten their assigned 

envelope or for those who wish to use an envelope for a cash 

gift. If you wish your contribution to be used for a specific 

cause, please indicate that on the envelope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

 

Rev. Russell Feroe, Interim Pastor. Office Hours 8:30 am – 

12:00 noon Tue., Wed., Thu. E-mail: rferoe@sbcglobal.net     

or call: 860-904-6467 anytime. 

 

Dianne Ney, Music Director; Ruth Van Anden, Office Mgr.; 

John Du Pont, Sexton.   

 

Office Hours:  M – F     9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (Closed 12:00 –

1:00 PM).   

 

We are a member church of the Presbyterian Church USA), 

Synod of the Northeast, Presbytery of Southern New 

England.              
 

 

 

 

       

First Presbyterian Church 
 

136 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 

Rev. Russell Feroe, Interim Pastor 
 

Worship 7:30 PM 

Thursday, December 24, 2009 
 

Snow Cancellations:  ‘Tis the season for winter 

storms! The very first and most important rule is 

this: whether or not we cancel our service, if YOU 

feel uncomfortable driving, DON’T DO IT! You 

alone are the best judge of whether it is safe to come 

out or not. Use your own common sense.  In the rare 

event that we need to cancel, we will announce the 

closing early on Sunday morning in two places: 

WTIC radio 1080 and WFSB-TV channel 3.  Please 

keep these two locations handy so you can refer to 

them if necessary. 


